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Hr. Hedrick Smith 
New York Times 
1000 Connecticut Ave . , 
Washington, D.C. 20036 


m 


Dear Mr. Smith, 

The Times' story reporting that intelligence officials hid the Nazi pasts of 
more than 100 scientists triggers recollections of my own days in intelligence that 
may interest the Times or Ms. Linda Hunt or the Bulletin of Atomic Scientists, for 
neither of whom I have an address. 

In fairness, however, I am certain that a law was passed to permit the immigra- 
tion of up to 100 persons a year without regard to the provisions of any laws. While 
this is not the same as hiding pasts of those with much to hide, it does mean that 
bringing those people in was not illegal. 

The reported deception of the State Department is only part of that deception. 
What were called "outpost" records passed through my hands and I then had knowledge 
of where captured records had been hidden, were stored, etc. When State was interested 
in some of these captured records the military merely lied about them, claiming they 
did not exist. I have a clear recollection of being called back from leave to tell 
the then State intelligence director whose name, I think, was Sam Clouse, where records 
of interest were hidden after he had been told they did not exist. 

I am also clear that the military did destroy some records to keep them from 
falling into Soviet hands and I am pretty certain that this included some Gestapo 
membership records. (We then were supposedly allies, with some common interests.; 

If anyone is interested the old OSS records which. CIA. lias and State intelligence 
files should be available under FOIA, without any legitimate "national security claim 
to withhold. 

The military had its own reasons for memory-holing and I could only conjecture 
why. For example, when the partisans captured Mussolini they captured records with 
him. The number 25 sticks in my mind and I'm not certain whether he had 25 suitcases 
or other pa ckag es of whether the copies were forwarded as 25 reels of microfilm. I 
believe the records included stock holdings and things like that. They were also of 
interest to one whose name I recall as Jean Pajus, an economist with a war agency and 
I believe French, with an accent. He and I both traced these records to the lentagon 
and the trail ended there with the denial of their existence. 

Some German and Italian foreign office records were captured and forwarded. I an 
not aware of any disclosures or uses of them. Relating to the then pope, I recall the 
forwarding of some of the records relating to the German ambassador, Baron von 
Weiszaker (approx.) I recall also the letter to Mussolini from the Italian ambassador 
to Nicaragua forwarding the request of the founding Samoza for word from Musso on how 
lie did it so that Samoza could copy Mm. 

If anyone has any interest in tracing any of those records I am pretty certain 
that some German foreign office records were found Mdden in a salt mine at arburg. 


Sinci ely. 
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Harold Weisberg 



